Mrs. Jones’s Language Arts Newsletter 
Opening Letter

Greetings, my name is Mrs. Jones and I will be your child’s Language Arts teacher for Second Grade.  Grades for Language Arts will be reported in 3 categories on the report card and on Power School.  All reading, vocabulary, and comprehension work and tests will be reported in the Reading section.  Spelling, phonics, writing, and grammar will be reported in the English section.  Each of these areas receive a numerical grade using the traditional ten-point grading scale.  In each of these subjects, I will average grades based on tests & quizzes 90% and homework, projects, & classwork 10%.  Handwriting will be reported in a separate section which will receive O-Outstanding, S-Satisfactory, or NI- Needs Improvement as grades.  Our county adopted textbook for these subjects is Journeys (Orange textbook) published by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt.  I found that working through a story on a two-week rotation worked best to effectively introduce, practice, and assess second grade skills and strategies taught through the Journeys series/s.  I will send home a newsletter at the beginning of each story.  You will find the spelling words, vocabulary, and high frequency words highlighted in boxes on the back for easy visibility.  On the front there will be highlighted sections of each component of Language Arts that will provide details of our skills and strategies to be covered and assessed for each story.  As the academic year progresses, these tests will become cumulative and will have questions that check retention of skills taught.  For reading, we will be having ‘Blind Reading’ Tests that have students read a short unfamiliar passage and then ask comprehension questions to spot check students.  These will be on Friday of week one and counted as a grade.  Comprehension Tests for the practiced reading story will be on Friday of week two.  Grammar tests will be on Thursday of week two.  Graded work will be sent home every two weeks for you to review with your child.  The newsletter will also provide assessment dates for each subject.  Please let me know if you have questions.  You may contact me through my email cjones@gilesk12.org or by calling the school at 626-7281.  I am looking forward to a fantastic JOURNEY with your child in Language Arts this year!
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Language Arts Homework/Assessments
	Monday 8/28
First day of school
              (  
	Tuesday 8/29
Read something for

10 minutes with

a family member
	Wednesday 8/30
Read something for

10 minutes with

a family member
	Thursday 8/31
Look over the

Blind Reading paper
	Friday 9/1
No School

	Monday 9/4
No School-

Labor Day
	Tuesday 9/10
Will begin 1st story
Reading book will come home.
	Wednesday 9/11
Read story 
Study vocabulary 
Review spelling words and sentences


	Thursday 9/12
Read story 

Study vocabulary 

Review spelling words and sentences


	Friday 
Blind Reading Test-will be

done in whole
group/together

Phonics Test on short a/i C/V/C words





There will be two Spelling Tests. There will be a 10 question phonics multiple choice that will assess your child’s ability to apply the studied spelling pattern to similar words on Friday of week one. On Tuesday of week 2, the second test will have multiple sections to the test.  Your child will be asked to sort 9 of the first 12 words as well as spell those words correctly.  The practiced sorting activity we do in class and on the homework page will help him/her prepare for this part of the test. The review words will not be part of the sort.  They will be called out as a traditional spelling test.  Tests will be worth a total of 20 points: sort 18 points and review words 2 points. Challenge words will be extra credit unless assigned due to differentiation.  Also note that the dictation sentence counts as a separate Spelling grade.





Spelling Words


    (CVC* short a or i) *CVC- Consonant/ Vowel/ Consonant


1.sad	 		7.flat		REVIEW


2.dig			 8.if			13.as


3.jam	 		9.fix			14.his


4.glad			10.rip


5.list				11.kit


6.win			12.mask


Challenge: sandwich, picnic


Sentence Dictation:


1. She was glad to fix the rip on the mask.








Vocabulary Words and Definitions:  


collar: a band that an animal wears around its neck


curly: having a twisted, ring, or spiral shape


drooled: let saliva drip from the mouth


floppy:  hanging or moving in a loose, droopy way


row:  a number of things arranged in a line


stood:  was in an upright position on one’s feet


straight:  not curling, curving, or bending


weighed:  had a certain heaviness





	 





High-Frequency Words:


around	  be


five	           help


next		  or


pull	           take


until	      walked





Second Graders are always eager to begin using the Accelerated Reader Program.  A detailed letter will be sent home as we begin using this program with the students in the second week of school. Goals for the 6 weeks can be found in this section of the newsletter.  The overall goal of this program is to engage children in good literature that develops a lifelong love of reading.  AR goal: 5 points due Oct. 13th.





Students will have two vocabulary tests.  On Wednesday of week two, students will be given a sight word and definitions test.  Students will need to be able to read vocabulary & high-frequency words on sight.  A teacher one- on- one assessment will be a power point slide show that flashes the word for 2 seconds; the next word is advanced once the previous word has been read.  The second part of that assessment will be a matching definitions test using the above vocabulary definitions. On Thursday of week two, a multiple choice format or short answer demonstration of the target vocabulary strategy will be done.  








Please contact Mrs. Jones if you have questions at cjones@gilesk12.net or 626-7281.

Also, check out http://secondgrademrsjones.weebly.com/ for more information and practice. 

